
 

 

About Udice 
Founded in 2020, the Udice Group is made up of 10 world-renowned French public, multidisciplinary, 

intensive research universities. These universities are characterised by their ambitions and the deep 

transformations they have embarked on over the last 10 years in order to fulfil their public service 

missions. 

These 10 universities (Aix-Marseille University - Sorbonne University - Claude Bernard Lyon 1 University 

- Université Côte d’Azur - University of Bordeaux - University of Strasbourg - Université Grenoble Alpes 

- Université de Paris - Université Paris Saclay - Université PSL) are visible in the international arena and 

welcome a total of over 400,000 students, employ and accommodate 116,000 staff and represent an 

annual economy of 10.4 billion euros.  

Through its members’ combined scale and their longstanding commitment to intensive cooperation 

with the socioeconomic world, the Udice Group also has a collective voice to highlight the role played 

by research universities within economic life and French and European society. As public institutions, 

melting pots for innovation and sources of a collective scientific and cultural heritage that is 

continuously developed, the Udice Group Universities contribute to the changes that are vital for 

building tomorrow’s world. They are positioned to have a positive impact on the development of their 

region, France and, with their partners, Europe. Ensuring the Training-Research-Innovation continuum, 

they act as integrators in relation to student communities, researchers and businesses to ramp up and 

accelerate innovation through transfers and entrepreneurship.  

The Udice Universities are naturally positioned to drive deeptech trends, and have been scaling up 

their investment in innovation, transfers and entrepreneurship in diverse forms for many years:  

 

Maturation of innovative projects: 
Thanks to the acceleration programmes rolled out in each institution, the Udice Universities are all 
major players for the first levels of detection and technology transfer, particularly through: 

 Support and funding for early-stage knowledge transfers (€9m per year); 
 Industrial protection, with a flow of 750 patents per year, ultimately leading to around 100 

licences every year; 
 Investments in maturation through their transfer subsidiaries (around €32m per year invested 

through their technology transfer acceleration companies (SATT) and equivalent structures). 
 
Entrepreneurship:  
Around 180 startups are created each year within Udice Group Universities, with a combined total of 
1,500 active to date; this robust trend is supported by their “Entrepreneurship” hubs, which 
incorporate the entire chain, from awareness to support, within third places and incubators, ensuring 
effective integration between training and research. 
  
Entrepreneurial and innovation-driven mindset: 
Training programmes on value creation and entrepreneurship make it possible to widely build 
awareness among the student communities (around 150,000 master’s students), PhD researchers 
(nearly half of all PhD students in France), and staff (community of over 30,000 academics and 
researchers), while developing an innovation-driven mindset across the entire ecosystem. 



 

 
 
This dynamic approach is reflected today in the results achieved, recognised both at national level (four 
universities in the top 50 for INPI patent registrations in 2020) and by the international community 
(seven universities ranked in the top 100 most innovative universities - Reuters 2019). 
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